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Central Media Coverage Report

For the Bilberries Collection Season 2002

The Central Media Campaign includes the following steps and activities:

1. Dissemination of a Press Release to all central media through MOEW
channels on July 9th;

2. Handing out the campaign materials to the “Green” Journalists during a
regular meeting organized in cooperation with the MOEW Press Office on
July 15th;

3. Organizing a provoked article in Zemia Central Daily on July 26th;

4. Organizing Journalist Tour to one of the NTNR Collaborative Management
Program Pilot sites – Klissura Park Section of the Central Balkan National
Park on August 2nd;

A brief description of the activity, list of journalists who participated, list of TV/Radio
broadcasts and articles, copies of the articles and English translation of the main
articles are given below.

The Media Report is produced by Svetlana Aladjem,
Environmental Education and Communication Specialist, BCEG Project
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1. A Press Release

Presenting the NTNR co-management program messages, the information campaign
launching, the experimental coupon system and announcing the starting dates for the
collection campaign in the two parks was produced by BCEG PMU and disseminated
through MOEW channels to 50 central media on the 9th of July. It provoked eleven
radio and TV broadcasts and three newspaper articles.

The text of the Press Release was posted on the web sites of MOEW and the
Government, which are visited by hundreds of users every day.

National Parks and Local People Apply a Billberries Co-Management Program

Press Release

July 9, 2002

The information campaign that precedes the billberry collection within the Central Balkan
National Park starts on July 9, 2002. In Rila National Park the work on informing the local
public starts on July 16. The campaigns are carried out by the National Park Directorates
with the participation of the local communities – mayors, collectors, purchasing stations,
schools, kindergartens, and with the support of the United States Agency for International
Development. They comprise meetings with the local authorities, collectors and journalists,
handing out information and education materials to each household in the region, placing
posters in the settlements. The goal is to train the collectors in the collection rules, so that
they can use the wild fruits without doing any harm to nature and to obtain a better price for
them.

This year, an experimental system was introduced for registering the collected quantities
through coupons. The coupons supplement the permits required by the Medicinal Plans Act
for the collection of herbs, mushrooms, and wild fruits. The coupons will be tested this year
for the billberries in selected regions within the two National Parks – Central Balkan and
Rila – and they are applicable as a sustainable management tool for all natural resources in
the National Parks. The collection of billberries in Central Balkan National Park will start on
July 27, 2002. Everyone, who wishes to collect fruits for personal or commercial needs at
the territory of Klisura Park Section, on the lands of Klisura and the villages of Anton,
Rozino, Hristo Danovo, Karnare, Iganovo, has to obtain coupons. They will be handed out
free of charge and without limits on the number, starting from July 24, at the Park Section
offices, mayor’s offices and the registered purchasing stations. The goal is to identify, on the
basis of the information gathered and the data from the field resource assessment, the
locations and quantities of fruits that can be collected without threatening the resource.
Several years ago there was an example for such a bad practice with the St. John’s worth,
which was improperly collected in large quantities, and that lead to the destruction of its
localities.

The collection of billberries in Rila National Park will start on August 3, 2002, and the
coupons will be used in Belitsa and Yakoruda Park Sections, on the lands of Belitsa,
Yakoruda, Gorno Draglishte, Dolno Draglishte, Dobarsko, Cherna Mesta, Konarsko,
Buntsevo, Bel Kamen, Smolevo, Avramovo, Yurukovo, Kraishte, where they will be handed
out from July 30.
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The National Parks preserve the enormous richness of more than 160 medicinal plants. The
billberry is of a special value, since large quantities of this plant, which are of important
economic significance for the regions and for the country, are preserved in the Parks. More
than 25 bird species, and some mammals, like bear, fox, beech marten, chamois, etc., feed
on billberries. The billberry fruits have excellent nutritive and medicinal value for the
humans. For decades they have been used for the preparation of healthy and nutritional
foods and beverages, and for prophylactic drugs and remedies. Thousands of families in the
villages around the Rila and Central Balkan National Parks rely on the collection of wild
natural products to supplement their household budgets.

Bulgarian billberries are valuable for the international market mainly because of their
excellent taste, sweetness and unique combination of vitamins and other remedial
substances. However, all those features can be found in their maximum amounts in the ripe
fruits. Only then will their value receive a higher evaluation and in the following years
higher purchasing prices and better market positions can be relied upon. That is why the
collectors have to observe the dates, announced by the National Park Directorates as start
dates for billberry collection. The Directorates determine the billberry collection period on
the basis of resource monitoring and assessment, carried out together with the local
collectors. Any collection prior to these dates will be sanctioned.

The billberry collection campaign will be announced through special orders by the Park
Directors, which will be published through the local newspapers and cable TV stations; they
will be distributed among the municipalities, purchasers, purchase stations, and will be
posted at the most visited places in the settlements. The cooperation of the journalists and
media in the promotion of modern approaches for sustainable co-management of natural
resources is extremely important for our country.

The billberry co-management program is part of the implementation of the ten-year
management plans for the National Parks and is carried out under the Protected Areas Act.
The National Parks are responsible for the preservation of natural resources and they have to
manage these resources so that they can be used by many generations and that the nature
remains preserved. The billberry yields are prognosticated and the Park Directorates decide
where and how much fruit can be collected, and the local entrepreneurs are able to better
plan their business. During the 2002 collection season, the two National Park Directorates
expect that the local people will adopt the new reporting methods for the billberries
collected, and they hope to preserve the park resources through the cooperation with the
local communities.

List of TV/Radio broadcasts and newspaper articles which appear as a result of the
Press Release dissemination:

Time and Date Radio Broadcast/Article Duration/Size Circulation /
Audience

10 July - 3:15 p.m. Horizon Program, BNR 3 min The largest in
the country

10 July - 6:20 p.m. Darik Radio 4:20 min 3.3%
10 July - 5:45 p.m. Express Radio 2:30 min 0.8%
11 July 24 hours Daily 20 lines 200 000
12 July Kesh Weekly 10 lines 12 000
12 July Duma Daily 15 lines 9 000
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2. Handing out the campaign materials to the “Green” Journalists

The leaflets and the press release of the collection campaign were handed out to 18
journalists from central media, working in the field of environment protection, at a
regular meeting organized by the BCEG Project PA specialist in cooperation with the
MOEW Press Office on 15 July.

The journalists were offered support in the organization of broadcasts and articles and
invited to take part in a tour to the pilot areas.

The List of journalists, who participated in the meeting, List of TV/Radio broadcasts
and newspaper articles which appear as a result of the meeting and copies of the
newspaper cuttings follow.

List of the media representatives who participated in the meeting organized by BCEG
Project on the 15th of July 2002

N Name Media
1. Maria Dimitrova Radio Bulgaria
2. Ivaila Tsikalova Radio Bulgaria
3. Tania Kirkova Newsman newspaper
4. Vania Bojilova BTA
5. Maria Koleva Info Radio
6. Velin Iavorski Bulgarian army newspaper
7. Dobrinka Ivanova Day TV
8. Mariana Dimitrova BN TV
9. Margarita Dimitrova Earth newspaper
10. Irina Anastasova Earth newspaper
11. Viktor Ivanov 24 hours newspaper
12. Lev Kokushkin Money plus newspaper
13. Milena Ilieva Europe TV
14. Juliana Dimitrova Cash newspaper
15. Marina Evgenieva Darik Radio
16. Natalia Georgieva Eurocom TV
17. Rumiana Panaiotova BNR Christo Botev Program
18. Antoaneta Nenkova Deutsche Welle German

National Radio
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List of TV/Radio broadcasts and newspaper articles that appear as a result
of the meeting

Time and
Date

Radio Broadcast/Article Duration/Size Circulation /
Audience

15 July Darik Radio 2:30 min 3.3%
15 July BTA Buletin 50 lines 200 media are

subscribed
15 July Info Radio 5:30 min 0.4%
15 July Day TV 1:30 min 0.5%
15 July Europa TV 1:10 min 0.7%
15 July Evrocom TV 1:50 min. 0.5%
16 July Zemia Daily 75 lines 18 000
16 July Morning Program, BNTV 50 sec 43.6%
16 July Novinar Daily 10 lines 20 000
17 July Monitor 25 lines, 1 photo 17 000
18 July Hristo Botev, BNR 4:20 min 1.8%
22 July Pari Daily 45 lines 6 000
22 July Pari + Weekly 50 lines 6 000
25 July Weekly Trud 45 lines 350 000
27 July Radio Bulgaria 3:20 min international
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3. Article initiated and organized by the BCEG PMU and published in Zemia
Central Daily on 26 July.

A copy of the article follows.
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Newspaper ZEMYA (LAND), 26 of July 2002

Bilberries – A Resource to be Kept for Our Children

Tomorrow is the start-up of picking campaign 2002 in the National park “Central Balkan”,
and on the 3-rd of August, in the National park “Rila”. For the first time in these protected

areas there will be a fixed date for the start-up of the campaign and registration
coupons/cards are to be introduced.

Bulgarian bilberries have very high reputation in Europe among wild forest fruits. Their
unique taste, aroma, nutrition and medical characteristics make them wild fruits of great
value at Italian and German markets. Spanish and Dutch fruit dealers are interested, too
and blueberry jam of Bulgarian origin is sold in the United States. So far, there has not
been reliable information on quantities picked within one season. What is known is that, for
example, last year 150 tons were exported. About 70% of the natural fields are located in
the National parks Central Balkan and Rila, and the rest are in the mountains Pirin, the
Rhodopes,  Sredna gora and Vitosha.

A new system is being piloted this year. In addition to the picking license as per the Medical
Plants Act, each picker in the pilot areas of the two parks should get a registration coupon. Also
this year for the first time a start-up date for the picking campaign has been fixed, i.e. 27 July in
Central Balkan areas and 3 of August in Rila areas. This is the first attempt for joint management
of natural resources. This joint management program is being implemented by the National Parks
Departments, local communities, with the support of Biodiversity Conservation and Economic
Growth Project of the American Agency for International Development. This program includes
evaluation of blueberry resources and fields, organization of blueberry campaign and care of the
park. Park departments, blueberry pickers, purchasers, local municipalities,  NGO-s, schools,
Children Clubs and local journalists are involved in the program.

The registration cards are free of charge but essential for every blueberry picker.
Tomorrow, 27th of July, all pickers  at Park Section Klisura in Central Balkan,will have to be
“equipped” with their individual registration coupons. For the last few days these coupons are
being offered for free at the purchase stations, at the municipalities and day centers in the
villages of Rozino, Hristo Danovo, and Carnare. In the Park Sections Belitza and Yakoruda of
Rila National Park, registration coupons will be a must. These coupons will be offered from 29
June onwards in the municipalities of Yakoruda, Belitza, Cherna Mesta, Konarsko, Buntzevo,
Bel Kamen, Smolevo, Avramovo, Yurukovo, Kraishte, Gorno  Draglishte, Dolno Draglishte,
Dobersko. In the National Park “Rila” the blueberry picking campaign starts on the 3rd of August.
These coupons are one-day  - the pickers get them in the morning and show them to be duly
checked in the evenings. The coupons have to be with the pickers during the day because the park
security guards will be in charge of cross-checking the process. “Each picker will have to treat
friendly the blueberry fields and cause no pollution in the area. And most importantly, pickers
have to safeguard the forests from fires which are most common in summer”, Kamelia Georgieva
says, Project Consultant. She ensures us that the management plans in both of the two parks aim
at both preservation of natural resources, and support local communities to earn some seasonal
income. These registration coupons will allow for identification of the picking areas as well as
quantities picked and exported.
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The pick hour of the campaign will be throughout August. For areas above 1800 m, the season
will be in September. Blueberry dealers are very keen on the ripeness of the fruits. Sometimes a
few unripe bilberries may ruin the whole lot.

The registration coupons look like this:

National Park Central Balkan
Park Section Klisura

Natural Resource: Bilberries
Start-up of the picking campaign 27 July 2002

For Personal Use 10 kg  For Sale
10 kg.

Control Check

Name of blueberry field:
Anton
Vartopa
Ravna
Beklemeto
Some other Park Section
Purchase Station

(sign) Blueberry picking by manual rakes
(sign) Braking, cutting and pulling out blueberry branches
and stems is forbidden
(sign) Camping only at the designated places
(sign) Fire places are allowed only at the designated places
(sign) – Wood cutting is forbidden
(sign) Hunting and disturbance of wild animals is forbidden
(sign) Don’t pollute waters and areas with garbage

Last year the purchase price of bilberries was between 1.80 and 2 BG levs and exported at 3.50
BG levs. The price increase along the commercial chain is reported to be quite reasonable,
project team analyses claim. Locally speaking, the largest share remains with the pickers
themselves since their production expenses are near to null in terms of financial means, as
they employ just physical labor. Approximately 800 pickers were reported in Central Balkan
National Park, and 1000 – 1200 in Rila National Park. The daily average quantity picked by
one adult person is about 10 kg. One family is able to earn 2500-3000 BG levs out of medical
plants and forest fruits gathering within a season.

(picture) Last year in the village of Hristo Danovo there were everyday activities in front of the
purchase station till the end of the blueberry season.
The bilberries are a low bush that grows in coniferous  forests and bushy areas, rocky meadows,
peateries and high mountain pastures, between 1200 and 2900 m height above sea level. The
blueberry fields make a full blanket over the soil surface. That is why they are essential for
maintaining  soil quality and regulation of water drainage. Bilberries in Bulgaria blossom in May
and June and give ripe fruits in July – September. Wild bees are in charge of the pollination
process. Bilberries spread through their root off-spring system. Bears, foxes and wild goats, too
carry around some of the blueberry seeds. That is why every year scientists work out analysis of
the state of this valuable natural resource and the picking licenses refer to 90% of the fruits and
the rest is left for birds and existing mammals.

The picking itself is done by manual rakes. The blueberry bushes have to be safeguarded from
breaking, cutting  or pulling out. They must remain intact, as if no human intervention has ever
occurred. Only thus the bushes will give fruits again. This plant gives fruits on the fifth year after
germination. The branches and the stems grow by one sm. per year.

Authors: Irina Atanossova, Margarita Dimitrova

(picture) Girls blueberry pickers from Rila region
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4. Journalist Tour to Klissura Park Section, CB National Park –
2nd of August

The BCEG PMU organized a one-day tour for journalists from the Central Media.
The focus of the tour was the bilberry collection campaign and the coupon system
experimented this year. The opportunity was offered on 15 July at the regular meeting
with the “Green Media Machine”.

All journalists who cover the environment issues in the central media were invited.
Geven below is the list of those who took part in the tour:

N Name Publication/Radio
1. Antoaneta Nenkova Deutsche Welle German National Radio
2. Radi Biliarska Horizon Program of the BNR
3. Tania Kirkova Novinar Daily
4. Liulin Stamenov Photographer for Novinar Daily
5. Margarita Dimitrova Zemia Daily
6. Petar Krastev Photographer for Zemia Daily
7. Velin Javorski Bulgarian Army Daily
8. Mara Georgieva Capital Weekly
9. Juliana Dimitrova Kesh Weekly
10. Vera Dacheva Newspaper for the woman Weekly

Participants from the BCEG Project:
Svetlana Aladjem, Environmental Education and Communication Specialist
Chavdar Gussev, short-term Consultant

Participants from the Central Balkan National Park Directorate:
Nela Rachevitz, Director
Marin Kostov, Klissura Park Section Head
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The tour provoked a series of radio broadcasts and newspaper articles. A list of them
follows, indicating the newspaper circulation and the Radio Station audience.

Time and
Date

Radio Broadcast/Article Duration/
Size

Circulation/
Audience

26 July Woman’s World 30 lines 4 000
2 August 5:46
p.m.

Report in the evening political magazine show
of Horizon program of the BNR

3 min. The country’s
largest

6 August Novinar Daily 45 lines, 2
photos

20 000

6 August Zemia Daily Page, 3
photos

18 000

9 August Kesh Weekly Page, 2
photos

12 000

13 August
4:00 p.m.

Report + interview of Nela Rachevitz in the
afternoons program for Bulgarian listeners of
Deutsche Welle German National Radio

6 min. International

15 August “Bulgarian Army” newspaper Page, 3
photos

11 000

15-21 August Newspaper for the Woman Weekly Page, 5
photos

80 000 (the
second largest
weekly)

16 August Woman’s World 75 lines, 1
photo

4 000

23 August Capital Weekly Page, 2
photos

25 000

Note: As a result of the same campaign, a 1:30 min. report was broadcast by bTV at 10 p.m.
on 12 August. It covered the bilberry collection campaign in Yakoruda Park Section of Rila
National Park. bTV is the TV with the largest audience in our country.



Zemya Newspaper
August 6, 2002

Agriculture - Economy

Bilberry – the Balkan’s Gold
By Margarita Dimitrova

It is 5 p.m. sharp. The first truck arrives at the purchase station in the village of Hristo
Danovo, in minutes at least 30-40 men and women with backpacks, buckets, and bags jump
out of it. These are the bilberry collectors. First, they put the bilberries in large canisters with
water, so that the leaves come to the top, and then they put the fruits in trays, and dully stand
in a row in front of the scales. They receive the money –1.30 leva per kilogram – at once.
Everything happens quickly, in less than one hour. Then the other trucks come, and the last
are the wealthier collectors, who deliver their goods in rather old Jiguli cars.

We purchase an average of 5 tons of bilberry per day. In the beginning of the campaign, 1500
people came to the station every day, now they are about 300-400, says Stoycho Atanassov,
who has been purchasing the mountain’s elixirs for several years now. Every evening a
tradesman with a refrigerating truck takes everything. The further marketing is no problem.
There is a great demand for the black gold abroad. Especially in Italy, they say, the price
reaches 3-4 dollars per kilogram on the international market. The bilberry has unique qualities
– because of its high contents of vitamin E, it is recommended to people, experiencing
problems with their eyes. It is a strong antioxidant. It beats the Viagra. Herbs, bilberries,
mushrooms – these are the sources of livelihood for the people from the villages of Rozino
and Hristo Danovo, and 80 per cent of the local population are gypsies.

This year a new system for registration of the collected quantities through coupons was
introduced in the two National Parks – Central Balkan and Rila. The information will serve
for determining the locations and quantities of fruits that can be collected without threatening
the resources. The National Park Directorates initiated the awareness campaign even in July,
and the local communities joined their efforts – mayors, collectors, purchasers, schools. The
Biodiversity Conservation and Economic Growth Project of the United States Agency for
International Development supported the experiment.

In Central Balkan the bilberry collection started on July 27. Everyone, who wishes to collect
the fruits within the territory of the Klissura Park Section in the lands of the villages of Anton,
Klissura, Rozino, Hristo Danovo, Kurnare and Ignatovo, has to obtain coupons. They are free
and are distributed without restrictions at the Park Section offices, mayors’ offices, and the
registered purchasing stations. A date is entered on each coupon and it is valid for one day.
The Park Section guards keep the coupon segment marked with “control.”

[Photo 1] We go out for bilberries at 6 in the morning; what we earn from the mountain is all
we have, there is no other job for us, tells the 19-year-old Vasko (the first on the left). By
noon, he managed to collect just 2-3 kg; during the first days, they gathered the bilberries
from the easily accessible sites. Now fruits have only remained on the steep slopes.

[Photo 2] A large group of bare-footed kids has surrounded the purchasing station. Some will
get waffles, others – maybe even meatballs. In the evenings, the meadow turns into a big
market. Various goods are offered for sale – watermelons, bed sheets, belts, etc. Usually the



goods are laid right on the ground. Worn out shoes and jeans cost between 1 and 3 leva.
Cheap goods for poor people, summarizes a swarthy tradesman.

[Photo 3] For the past five-six years there have not been so many fruits, says Marin Kostov,
Head of Klissura Park Section. The bilberry is large and ripe. One of the reasons for the good
yield is the collection start date, set by an order. This happens for the first time, but it
obviously leads to excellent results. In the previous years, entire batches have been rejected
for export because of the unripe fruits in them. The coupon system did not confuse the local
population. Right the opposite – the collectors are more confident in their contacts with the
guards. There have been no problems in the Park with the current campaign, says Kostov.

Photos: Petar Krustev



Novinar Newspaper
August 6, 2002

One Can Get 1000-1500 Leva from Bilberry Collection in 20 Days
By Tanya Kirkova

This is the most fruitful year for the bilberries, tells me Stoyo Atanassov from Hristo Danovo.
He and his family operate the wild fruit and mushroom purchasing station in the village since
1994 and provide a source of livelihood to 80% of the population in this region.

A person can collect 10-15, and even 20 kg bilberries per day. They are purchased at 1.30
leva per kilogram. Last year the price was 1.80, but there were no fruits. They are sold for
2.50-3 leva on the markets in Sofia.

An experienced collector earns 1000-1500 leva per person only from bilberries, and the
mushroom and hips is yet to start.

Bulgarian bilberry is a very valuable fruit on the international market. It is not as big as the
Scandinavian, but because of its aroma and taste in the foreign countries, it is added to the
Scandinavian fruits to improve them. The small dark-blue, almost black fruit is an antioxidant
and has many medicinal properties. During the World War II, they used to give it to the pilots
to sharpen and improve their vision.

There are 1000-1300 collectors in the villages of Anton, Klissura, Rozino, Hristo Danovo,
Kurnare and Ignatovo. This year they joined an eco-project, which is aimed at teaching the
local people how to manage the natural resources so that they can use them for many years.

In order to reserve more fruitful areas, many people spent the night of the 26 of July in the
mountain, since July 27 was the date declared by the Central Balkan National Park
administration a start date for the bilberry collection. The most impatient ones started
collecting even at 4 in the morning in the light if torches.

About 4-5 in the afternoon the purchasing center in Hristo Danovo reminds of a fair. Bed
sheets, tablecloths, garments, shoes and various other goods – new or more or less used – are
displayed on Ladas and other socialist cars, and even on the ground. The grill and the cases of
beer await the trucks with the collectors, most of which are from the minorities. They do not
keep money for long time – they take it and by the evening they have spent it, explains Stoyo,
who runs the business in this region.

[Photo 1] The fruits are collected with a bilberry-collector – a wooden box with a handle and
a comb of rounded metal teeth, so that the fruits remain undamaged.

[Photo 2] The family returns from collecting bilberries. 80% of the population in the Klissura
region provide for their living from the collection of wild fruits, plants and mushrooms.

Photos: Petar Krustev



Cash Newspaper, August 9, 2002

Source of Livelihood Column

IN THE MOUNTAIN, YOU REAP FOR A MONTH,
YOU EAT FOR A YEAR

A day permit to control the use of blackberries in Klisura area
By Juliana DIMITROVA

Mountain dwellers, it is said, are different from people down in the plains. It may well
be true. In every encounter with them you notice a king of otherness, as if they aren’t regular
folks like you and me. They live in the bosom of nature, and this is a relationship of mutual
love and a yearning for protection, while regular folks like you and I just look at nature with
awe and from a distance.

People in Klissura have no factories or plants to work in; unemployment in the area is
close to a whopping 80 percent of the able-bodied population. At present, the central township
of Klissura Municipality is home to some 3,000 people. After a military industrial plant was
shut down in the area, former employees had a hard time adapting from their former generous
salaries to unemployment handouts.

In the surrounding countryside, however, where a crisscross of roads connects the
town with the surrounding villages of Hristo Danovo, Karnare, Rozino, Ignatovo and Anton,
the proximity of the mountain offers the many unemployed an alternative

opportunity to rake in some extra income
at least, during the summer. Most people, indeed, take advantage of this opportunity

by gathering different herbs and medicinal plants, mushrooms and forest fruits from the
territory of the Balkan Mountain and the protected area of Central Balkan National Park. To
make things easier for the community inhabiting the adjoining territories, the Directorate of
the National Park, which has its offices in the city of Gabrovo, has introduced, as of this year,
an annual harvesting season for blackberries by issuing special day permits, which allow
some control of the available resources, their orderly extraction and the number of daily visits
to the protected area. According to Nella Rachevitz, Park Director, the new system has so far
been a success and the Park directorate will consider extending its scope over other non-
timber resources throughout the Park. Most of the population of the adjoining territory are
gypsies, but this fact does not stop them from having a caring, protective attitude towards the
mountain as their year-round source of livelihood. Every day, before they leave for the forest,

they pick up a day permit,
a slip of paper giving them one-time access to the territory, from the buy-up point or

another designated place where young volunteers issue them on the spot. The gathering of
blackberries (the season for that was launched July 27th and will continue through mid-
August) is not an easy way to make a living for oneself and one’s family. Stoyan Shashev,
who is in his sixth season of harvesting this curative plant, says that all members of his
household come with him to lend a hand in the process. An organized visit to the gathering
fields typically starts with the break of dawn. People meet up at designated places outside the
Park perimeter and travel for about an hour in their own cars or by scheduled transportation,



in order to get to the protected ridges of the mountain where picking is allowed. Initially the
distance is shorter, but as time passes,

stocks run out,
unharvested blackberry fields recede further uphill, making the trip ever more

strenuous and time consuming. The unpredictable time factor, in turn, makes life difficult for
both the gatherers and the Park security people. Oftentimes, the gathering fields are strewn
with garbage, or they would build campfires to spend the night, says Mircho Petrov, junior
security expert. During blackberry season, some 1,000 people enter the Klissura park section
every day, but most of the problems are created by newcomers, usually people from faraway
place not familiar with the local terrain. That is why they are so careless with the mountain,
experts say. Most of the population of the villages of Rozino, Hristo Danovo, Anton and
Karnare spend the entire summer gathering herbs and wild fruits. They carry on picking
mushrooms until the beginning of November, thus making an extra 100 leva per person per
month for the rest of the year. Naturally, they have a local benefactor to give their families
food or lend them money to bridge over the winter months. Says Stoicho Atanassov, a fruit
buyer: “In the summer time, they pay me back the money they borrowed the previous winter
by picking blackberries or mushrooms.” Atanassov’s whole family is involved in the buying
business; on a good summer day, they can move several tons of forest fruits, for which he
pays gatherers 1.30 leva per kilogram. Atanassov says he only buys up freshly picked fruit but
does not do marketing; instead, he stores the produce in his own warehouse, then sells is to
wholesale companies for export. Indeed,

wild forest fruits are exported,
for which Atanassov receives a commission on the quantities supplied. His work day

peaks in the afternoon, when gatherers, riding in the bed of a truck with their 2-gallon cans of
wild fruits on their backs, come back from the top of the mountain. To separate the ripe fruit
from the green, the daily pickings are dumped in a barrel filled with water; the green ones
float on top and are scooped away. After all is weighed up and paid for, it’s rest, fun and
games time. Small children, their hands black with fruit juice, run around the field, pleased
with their parents’ earnings. Soon the day passes and the tired mountain dwellers head home
thinking about tomorrow’s work in the mountain, amid its problems.

(inset:)

CENTRAL BALKAN NP
SPREADS OVER FIVE DISTRICTS
Central Balkan National Park was declared a protected area in 1991. The goal was to

protect the unique diversity of plants, animals and habitats in the Balkan Mountain. The Park
covers and area of 716 sq.km. in the territories of five districts, a total of eight municipalities:
Teteven, Troyan, Apriltzi, Sevlievo, Pavel Banya, Karlovo, Anton and Pirdop. It is home to
more than 1,900 species of plants. Of these, 10 are endemic to Bulgaria, and another 10
species and 2 subspecies, to the respective protected park zone. This part of the Balkan Range
is also inhabited by 70 percent of the invertebrate and 62 percent of the vertebrate animal
species of Bulgaria. Its rich biodiversity includes 229 species of moss, 256 of mushrooms,
208 species of fresh-water algae, of which 12 are protected by law. Birds are represented by
121 species in the Park. Over 130 higher plants and vertebrate animals inhabiting the Park are
listed in the Bulgarian and World Red Books.



(side column:)

10 KILOS OF BLACKBERRIES A DAY
What and how much can we pick in the forest?
Wild fruits and mushrooms up to 10 kg
Medicinal plants (whole) up to 2 kg
Medicinal plants (leaves) up to 1 kg
Medicinal plants (petals) up to 0.5 kg
Medicinal plants (seeds) up to 100 g

Starting this year, the Directorate of Central Balkan National Park has allowed, on an
experimental basis, the gathering of blackberries in the Klissura park section. Gatherers are
issued special day permits featuring a short questionnaire about the quantities of fruit gathered
and the location they are extracted from. These slips of paper are issued in the hope that they
will help the Park management complete their information about the concentrations of
blackberries in the Park territory, and the possibilities for their conservation. The gatherer is
instructed to state on the slip the purpose of gathering the fruit – whether for private needs or
commercial purposes. On a first visit gatherers are entitled, pursuant to the Medicinal Plants
Act, to extract 10 kilos of fresh fruits, subject to certain conditions as stated on the slip. For
commercial gatherers, a permit must be issued by the Park section director and the applicant
is liable to pay, on leaving the Park, 0.15 leva per kilogram. Since the season was launched,
the Klissura park section has issued 42 commercial gathering permits allowing the gathering
of 500 kilograms of fruit each. The day permits also help rangers keep tabs of gatherers and
the areas they visit. This reduces human impact and pollution in the Balkan Mountain.
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SOCIETY

• New license system in blueberry picking is being piloted

A LOT OF PEOPLE RELY ON NATURAL RESOURCES TO MAKE A LIVING

• Institutions and local communities demand understanding
• Prohibition measures fail to ensure the balance of interests needed
• Local communities are expected to accept the registration practice proposed

The mountain seems to have become part of the sky. Fog and clouds make impossible human
sight to penetrate more than a couple of yards. We are staring intensely through the
windshield of the car to see the blueberry pickers. Over 1000 industrious pickers are out on
the field according to data of Park Section Klisura to the National Park Central Balkan.  Some
time later, a few meters ahead, two figures appear, a man and a teenager boy carrying buckets.

Engineer Marin Kostov, head of Park Section Klisura stops the car and asks  ‘Have you got
registration cards?’ The question does not bring any confusion in the little team of pickers.
The man takes out of his pockets two colored pieces of paper and handles them to Mr.
Kostov. The head of the Park Section tears off the control patch. ‘And don’t forget to get new
ones for tomorrow.’ The man hurriedly replies ‘Sure, we will.’ He puts back in his pocket the
checked cards, turns his back and darts ahead. The voice of Mr. Kostov is still following him
‘How is it? Is there plenty of blueberries?’ ‘So, so.” replies the man and shows his bucket,
half-empty. There have been much more the first days.’

Marin Kostov dashes the door of the car and we go on slowly along the mountain ridge. ‘We
did our best to convince them to wait till the official start-date of the blueberry campaign.
Some of them came here one night earlier, at the eve of the campaign. But they did waited till
6 o’clock next morning.’

One year ago a survey was carried out in the Park Section Klisura in Central Balkan with a
view of implementing a program for joint management of natural resources. At first sight, the
terms seem to be quite unrelated to daily life of local people, but during these twelve months
experts and consultants from the National Park and the team of the Project for Conservation
of Biodiversity and Economic Growth, funded by the American Agency for International
Development, have explored the region, meeting representatives of local communities. This
region of the National Park has been especially chosen as project target area for its high rate
of unemployment. The settlements directly involved in the project comprise mainly
population of Romany and Turkish ethnic groups for whom it is hard to find a steady job. In
the town of Klisura, the villages of Hristo Danovo, Kakrina, Rozino, and Ignatovo the
unemployment rates up to 80% of local population and it concerns chiefly ethnic Romany.
That is why one of the objectives of this project is to create opportunities for earning and
helping the family budget of local communities.



The administration of the National Park Central Balkan, local mayors of municipalities,
individual pickers of wild fruits and herbs and fungi, owners of purchase stations, schools,
children’s ecoclubs, have all been involved in this campaign. Project organizers confirm that
one of the project objectives is the pickers to be trained to observe the right picking practice
thus avoiding violation of the balance of nature and damages to the plants. They all remember
their bitter experience form last year when rumors spread among local population that yellow
tutsan would be the hit of the season and a lot of untrained people rushed out and plucked it
out together with the root. The unhappy end was that whole areas traditionally covered by
yellow tutsan (St. John’s wort) have been destroyed and about 3 thousand tons of this
precious wild herb are still in the storehouses or in the households. Pitifully, this year in the
vicinity of these former ‘activities’, one has to look hard in order to find a handful of this
verb.

The first day of the picking campaign was set to be 27th of July and the number of pickers
registered was about 1300 individuals. About 5 tons was the quantity in just one purchase
station in Hristo Danovo village. It is hardly possible all purchaser to be traced, there have
been cases of both artificially increasing or decreasing the price. Last year for example some
new players appeared on the market with frozen fruits and succeeded to lower the price of
fresh blueberries. One can hardly speak here of war of interest since local demand is rather
low. Mr. Chavdar Gusev, project biology consultant, added that in 2002, one of the project
objectives set, is to ensure picking of this unique natural resource when it is fully ripe. Thus
not only the approximate number of the pickers would be more likely to be followed, but the
purchaser would receive a product of better quality. Mr. Marin Kostov who is in charge of the
security of the National Park, comments that the limited staff and financial capacity of park
administration and security, do no allow an extensive control over picking activities. Hence,
they keep contact with the main purchase stations, set before the beginning of the campaign.
Establishing good communication between all stakeholders, and all that are concerned in
conservation of nature is equally important. The registration cards may act as an indicator and
show that a balance of interest is possible to be achieved. What is going to happen next year is
still obscure. Certain funding would be needed for increasing the awareness of local
communities concerned, for organization of control and recording of natural resources
utilized. In fact local people of all ethnic groups or religion come to the same conclusion that
if they do not keep in line with certain rules when picking these gifts of nature, then in a year
or two they would not be able to earn from the resources of nature. Undoubtedly, is a matter
of great concern since nature provides a source for income for many families in this part of
the Rose Valley.

Unemployment and opening of a new market area for this ecological product are stimulating
trading companies to organize the process. Local demand of blueberries is rather limited, and
the latter are exported with greater success.

It is late afternoon. In one of the purchase blueberry stations near to Hristo Danovo village
here come the first pickers of this wild forest fruit. Next to the plastic containers eager
representatives of Romany origin have gathered. They are hurriedly engaged in removing
touches of leaves and dry grass from what they have collected. Only then Mr. Stoicho
Atanasov would accept the product. Stoicho is more than a father for them here in this region
of the Rose valley. The 43-year local resident, a former game-breeder has been in the
purchase of wild forest fruits, fungi and herbs business for almost seven years. He bought the
old storehouse for grain of the former socialist type of collective co-operative farm where his
parents have worked and he turned it into a purchase station. This seasonal work is nearly the



only way for earning some cash for the Romany community. From all statistical data available
a blueberry picker is able to gather and submit to the purchase station more than 10 kg. a day,
and if he/she is particularly skillful – up to 30 kg. This year the price of one kg of blueberries
at the purchase station in Hristo Danovo village has been 1.30 BG lev.

(Text to photos: Eng. Marin Kostov has been for two years head of Park Section Klisura
within the National Park Central Balkan. This area comprises the land of 6 settlements.

(Text: Representatives of Romany ethnic group are most of the traditional pickers)

Local Blueberry Pickers

The population in the region Central Balkan seems to be well informed on the areas rich in
forest herbs, plants used as spices, other fruits and fungi. A survey carried out by ARD –
Bulgaria, indicates that 53% or approx. 69 000 people from local population of Central
Balkan region get themselves involved in picking activities in the forest, go hunting or
fishing. About 55 000 people pick up herbs and 45 000 pick up forest fruits and/or herbs.

Picking up forest gifts is very often for personal use. In Central Balkan region people that
engage themselves in picking spice plants for sale are 5% of all people collecting spice plants,
7% for those gathering wild fruits, and 8% for those collecting herbs, and raising to 18% for
those picking fungi. The number of people collecting wild fruits, herbs, spice plants, snails
and fungi varies between 1000 and 2000 individuals within the region of Central Balkan.
Picking plants, wild fruits and snails for sale suggests higher intensity and range when
compared to picking for household use. Pickers that sell wild plants, fruits, fungi and snails
are mainly men from 20 to 29 and from 40 to 49. They are of basic education, up to 8th grade
at school, unmarried, belonging to ethnic groups other than Bulgarian, unemployed, whose
income is up to 50 BG levs or not at all.

During the last year there is a tendency ethnic Bulgarians to join the group of pickers as a
result of closing up of a number of enterprises and factories in Karlovo, Sopot, Rossino,
Hristo Danovo and Karnare.

The New Model

The National Parks in Bulgaria represent a natural reserve with vast variety of 160 plants that
can be used for medical purposes. There is a considerable high value resource of herbal plants
and fungi in the National Park Central Balkan. The national policy targeted at protected areas
and the management plan of the Park has provided for a steady access and sustainable picking
of non-timber natural resources. Naturally, that access is subject to control. Sustainable
gathering, conservation and protection of these resources is a big challenge to the
management team of the National Park, partly because of the “inherent” right of Bulgarian
citizens to collect these resources, i.e. it is difficult to convince people concerned that this
type of natural resources is not available for free, and secondly, taking into account that many
of these plants are vulnerable and endangered.

For the last six years blueberries has recently become rather attractive for traders and
producers. Statistical data indicates that the annual quantities amount to 150 tons.



During this year the administration of National Park Central Balkan has defined 27th of July
as a start-date for the opening up of the picking campaign. On the basis of former negative
experience its has been summed up that the most eager ones start the blueberry picking season
some time before the blueberries have actually reached ripeness. Through a Joint Project of
the National Park Central Balkan administration and The American Agency of International
Development, a decision to this problem was suggested.

The new model of licenses comprises a number of conditions, the first of which is ensuring a
unified start-date of the picking campaign throughout the National Park areas. The model
proposed to use the same type of charged picking licenses as those that have been used for the
recent years simultaneously with additional registration cards which apply both to picking
blueberries for profit and for non-profit purposes. The latter are free-of-charge. It is expected
project outcomes to identify the actual use.

(Text to the picture: For the first time this year picking of blueberries will be monitored
through registration cards)

Author and photographer: Velin Yavorsky
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GIFTS OF NATURE

WILD FOREST FRUITS GIVE YOU THE FEELING OF KEEPING SUMMER FLAVOR
FOR A LONG TIME

August is a favorable time for economic tourism. Now is the season for the most delicious
gifts of the forest: blueberries, wild strawberries, raspberries, and blackberries. If you happen
to go out in the mountain you cannot help picking some handfuls of these aromatic fruits. In
addition to their delicious taste, they are rich in vitamins and minerals. Blueberries have
retained their place as special wild forest fruits since strawberries, raspberries and
blackberries have been cultivated for a long time in Bulgaria. From the high mountain
meadows of Central Balkan ridge, Rila, Pirin and the Rhodoppes, thousand of blueberry
pickers carry down on their backs tons of this delicious fruit. Pickers may go on foot and pass
15 – 20 km a day searching for and picking blueberry. For the two fortnights of the picking
season pickers could earn about 600 BG/levs (1.50 BG levs per a kilo).

One of the purchase blueberries stations for the area of Central Balkan is located in a village
near Karlovo - Hristo Danovo. Here the family of Stoicho Atanossov proceeds about 5 tons
on daily basis. In the evening hundreds of blueberry pickers come to the station. Their
families rely mainly on this source of income for the year. They are happy with this year
blueberry ‘yield’. Since the foundation of National Park Central Balkan ten years ago, here in
Park Section Klisura, a pilot registration system checking the blueberries picked has been
initiated. The Romany involved seem to appreciate the new order and duly fill in their
registration cards on daily basis. Thus the experts would be able to follow the quantities
picked and the location of the blueberry fields. The pilot initiative is implemented by the
administration of the Park with the participation of local communities and with the support of
the Project for Biodiversity and Economic Growth and the International Agency of
International Development. Local people already seem to realize that the new registration
system is meant to protect natural resources and limits the presence of illegal purchasers.

The 19-year old Stoyan Nikolov and his cousins Asen Sashev and Vasko Dimitrov are picking
blueberries in the region of Beklemeto. They say that it has been a good idea to have a starting
day of the blueberry campaign set (27 July). For the first year the Park security team has
managed to cope with the problem of people picking blueberries still unripe. “Now we would
be able to make more money because what we have gathered is all well ripe and good
quality.”

Among the hundreds of people picking blueberries up and down the hills, a great many do it
just for their own use. Professional pickers seem not to be annoyed by tourist pickers for they
know tourist are not able to gather more than 4 kilos, especially if they have not the necessary
blueberry rake device. Manual picking of blueberries has certainly some advantages. The so-
called blueberry pickers’ ‘comb’ rakes a lot of green fruits, grass and leaves. The latter are
removed in water because they stay on the surface.

In the region of Klisura, local ladies’ folk use to make fantastic jam of wild strawberries,
blueberries and raspberries. Dried blueberries are used for adding more aroma to forest



raspberry and blueberry leaves home tea. This type of tea is said to lower blood sugar and the
blueberries alone help with stomachaches and indigestion. Dried blueberries are used for sore
throat, burns and skin problems. Biology expert Chavdar Roussev from the Bulgarian
Academy of Science, a consultant to the Project for Biodiverse Conservation and Economic
Growth specifies, “Blueberries contain manganese, iron, tannin extracts, flavanoids, carotene
and vitamins C,P,B1 and B2. Their popularity is growing since blueberries are considered to
act as a powerful antioxidant.’ In addition to the anti-cancerous effect, blueberries strengthen
human sight, blood capillaries and blood circulation to the peripheral blood vessels.

One can freeze all these forest fruits in the family freezer or boil and sterilize the fruits with
some sugar added in jars for about 10 minutes. This is the best way to keep their exotic flavor.
Also you can make your own home jelly through boiling the fruits with sugar for some longer
time, but the process is far time costly and not quite economic. You can also use a sweetener,
but you would again have to sterilize the jars. It is a helpful information to know that even
after a thermal treatment blueberries keep their unique healing properties, even according to
some diet specialists thus they are better digested.

(Text to the photos: Most of the yield at the purchase station Hristo Danovo is  for export.
Local processing of blueberries is rather limited).

(Stoyan, Asen and Vasko have been picking blueberries in the region of Beklemeto since the
start date 27 of July. The yield is especially abundant this year.)

Author: Vera Dacheva
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A US-SPONSORED PROJECT TEACHES PEOPLE HOW TO
MAKE MORE MONEY OUT OF BLUEBERRIES

An Experimental System Sets the Rules in Picking Forest Fruits

by Mara GEORGIEVA

A village green, the pungent smell of kebapcheta drifting in the air. Swarthy kids
scurry past stalls festooned with trinkets tinkering in the breeze. Grinning gypsies jump off
truck beds and pad towards the buy-up station dragging sacks of blueberries with them. They
dump their daily pickings into plastic crates and pour water over them to separate the green
berries, leaves, stray sticks and other debris from the good, ripe fruit. The primary cleaning of
the harvest is completed and the pickers, still grinning from ear to ear, line up at the scales,
then pocket their earnings and head straight for the kebapcheta stalls.

For some time this whole ritual has been a recurring sight outside the village of Hristo
Danovo, near Karlovo. The buy-up station is owned by Stoicho Atanassov. About fifteen
hundred people from the village and nearby communities are taken every day on truck beds to
different localities in the Balkan Mountain. The harvest is good this summer and Atanassov
buys up 5 to 6 metric tons of the black fruit every day, as compared with 200 to 300 kilos for
last year.

Working at maximum capacity, a blueberry picker can turn up at the station with a
load of 25 to 30 kilograms of blueberries picked in a single day. Last year, some pickers made
a cool 1,000 to 1,500 leva for the season at buy-up prices of 1.90 leva a kilo. This season the
price is 1.30 leva. Stoicho Atanassov then sells the blueberries on to a canning factory but
wouldn’t disclose his selling price. All he says is he’s working on commission – more berries,
more cash. Overseas blueberries sell at 2 to 2.50 leva a kilo, we learned from the sectoral
association of mushroom and herb pickers.

Herbs and forest fruits provide thousands of people with their daily bread, all year
round. Hundreds of families make a living picking, gathering, buying up, processing and
trading in medicinal plants. Every summer government bureaucrats and environmentalists
would cry out that somewhere someone has milked another picking area dry. The oft-cited
example of the devastated fields of St. John’s wort is a case in point. This year, a new system
of forest fruit picking was introduced in its experimental phase in an attempt to stave off such
unwanted side effects.

For the first time, the picking of blueberries in selected section of Central Balkan and
Rila National parks is governed by a new set of rules. A so-called Special Program for the
Joint Management of Natural Resources was launched in March of last year; it is
implemented with the financial support of the US Agency for International Development,
through the Biodiversity Conservation and Economic Growth Project (BCEGP).

As a first step, last summer forest fruit and herb pickers from the two pilot areas
participated in making an estimate of the available resources of blueberries in them. During
the winter and spring of 2002, the Directorates of both National Parks organized a workshop
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with local mayors, pickers, buyers, high-school students. Thousands of sets of information
leaflets were handed out; hundreds of posters put up in both areas. The aim was for blueberry
pickers to learn about the proper method of collecting wild fruit without damaging nature, and
the required quality standards of  their picking that would earn them a better price.

For the first time this year, an official fruit-picking season was declared, with July 27th

the launch date for Central Balkan, and August 3rd for Rila National Park. Prior to those dates,
security in the harvest sections was beefed up

to keep off early birds
because Bulgarian blueberries may be of very high quality and a hot item on

international markets, but only if they are left to completely and properly ripe. Only then do
they fetch their maximum price. The launch dates and the harvesting season were planned,
based upon a close monitoring of resources and a proper estimate of the existing stocks. The
planning crew was made up of botany experts from the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
experts from both Park Directorates, the heads of the respective park sections, park rangers
and local pickers. The survey was conducted as part of the Biodiversity Conservation and
Economic Growth Project.

This summer blueberry pickers benefit from yet another novelty: the experimental
score-keeping system introduced to help keep tabs of the quantities extracted. This is done by
means of special day permits, slips of paper handed out free of charge and without restriction
at park section offices, at mayors’ offices and registered buy-up stations. Children also join in
the initiative, distributing day slips at local eco-clubs. Every day slip entitles its bearer to a
daily quota of 10 kilos of blueberries. Everyone is free to choose how many slips to pick up
for the day, depending on the estimated amount of blueberries he or she is planning to pick
that day. Besides, each slip is printed with a set of instructions that caution and educate at the
same time. Fruits are to be picked using a special contraption: a wooden box with a handle
and a comb attached to it. Plants are not to be pulled out with their roots. Stems and branches
are not to be cut off. Fires are to be built at designated places only. Solid waste is not to be
dumped at random, etc.

“Those day permits do not replace the actual picking licenses as required under the
Medicinal Plants Mushrooms and Wild Fruits Act. They only supplement a system already in
place. The day slips are handed in at the buy-up station together with the respective quantities
of fruits. On the next day Park staff make sure the pickers have their new slips ready before
they are allowed in,” explains Eng. Marin Kostov, head of section in Central Balkan National
Park.

“Many people thing they have an

inalienable right to pick
herbs and forest fruits,” says Chavdar Gussev, scientific consultant with the Project.

“Indeed, the state grants access to the harvesting areas, but this access is strictly controlled.
Anyone allowed into the Park is supposed to carry a free day slip, which enables us to keep
tabs of how many people are in the area at any given time. In this way we can re-direct people
from overcrowded picking areas into new ones. Because overcrowding the park entails too
much noise, too many cars, pollution, campfires, tree cutting, even hunting. It is not for the
park rangers to weigh up individual quantities of fruit picked. They are there to enforce the
rules, that’s all.

Says Eng. Nella Rachevitz, Director of Central Balkan National Park: “The idea is for
Park Directorates to keep tabs of how much is picked and where, and to prognosticate the
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seasonal blueberry harvest. The ultimate goal is to conserve the park resources and ensure
their renewability and sustainability. We wish to jointly introduce and enforce rules that
would be in the best interest of everyone to keep.”

The experiment is not over yet, but its benefits are already clear. Pickers gather ripe
berries from abundant, viable stocks. The buyers are legitimate, collaborate in partnerships
with the Park Directorates, make sure every picker has a day slip. Only quality fruit enters the
market. In a longer-term perspective, all this ultimately ensures better blueberry stocks in the
future. Thus, for a minimum investment of time, money and effort, entrepreneurs prolong the
viability of the resources they are dealing with.

And another thing. The market price of Bulgarian blueberries would increase if they
are certified as organic products. The new system that will strive to achieve that requires that
several conditions are met: observance of a certain set of rules in growing and harvesting the
fruits; prevention of any damage to the environment, and others. The new experimental
system ensures that forest fruits are picked in an ecologically sound way: without destroying
the plants, without exceeding the prescribed limit of sustainability. Besides, the day slips
clearly indicate the exact location where the harvest came from.

It is to be hoped that the system will be implemented in other sections and on other
forest fruits.

Box 1:

The Biodiversity Conservation and Economic Growth Project (BCEGP) was launched
in May of 2000 and is to continue until March of 2001. With a budget of US$ 2.5m, it is
jointly sponsored by the US Agency for International Development and the Government of
Bulgaria. Principal partner on the Bulgarian side is the Ministry of the Environment and
Waters (MOEW). Principal contractor for the US side is the Burlington, Vermont-based firm
Associates for Rural Development (ARD).

BCEGP is a continuation of the so-called GEF Biodiversity Conservation Project
implemented between 1996-2000, similarly sponsored by USAID, as a result of which the
Rila and Central Balkan National Parks were institutionalized.

Box 2:

WHERE THE EXPERIMENT IS TAKING PLACE

In Klissura park section of Central Balkan National Park, more specifically, in the lands
of the villages and townships of Anton, Klissura, Rozino, Hristo Danovo, Karnare, Iganovo.

In Belitza and Yakoruda park sections of Rila National Park, more specifically, in the
lands of the villages and townships of Belitza, Yakoruda, Gorno Draglishte, Dolno Draglishte,
Dobarsko, Cherna Mesta, Konarsko, Buntzevo, Bel Kamen, Smolevo, Avramovo, Yurukovo,
Kraishte.

Box 3:

THE MAIN OBJECTIVES OF BCEGP

1. Provision of financial mechanisms for biodiversity conservation by means of:
- improvement of the structure and policy of generating financial income;
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- tourism-related services and products;
- sponsorships from businesses and private individuals as well as business

partnerships;
- setting up of local trust funds and organizations.

2. Economic growth and biodiversity conservation.
Two pilot projects are being developed:
- Ecotourism partnerships with local entrepreneurs offering tourist services, and with

local authorities for the purpose of developing models of environmentally sound tourism
inside and outside the parks. The locations selected to implement the pilot projects for
ecotourism are Samokov municipality for the area of Rila National Park, and Kalofer
Municipality for Central Balkan National Park. The Project also assists the Bulgarian
Government in sorting out its policy on ecotourism.

- A program for the joint management of natural resources, which includes an
assessment and monitoring of natural resources and decision making on their use in
conjunction with all stakeholders. The pilot areas where this program is being implemented
are Belitza and Yakoruda park sections of Rila National Park, and Klissura park section of
Central Balkan National Park.

3. Approval of the management plans and their implementation in Rila and
central Balkan National Parks.

The first management plans for national parks in Bulgaria, developed as a product of
new legislation, were approved by the Council of Ministers in early July, 2001. The Project
has since financed the setting up and development of tourist infrastructure (entrances, shelters,
routes and trails, camp sites) and tourist information (billboards, signs and marking), and
provides assistance to environmental education and eco-monitoring.

4. The Rila Monastery Nature Park management plan.
The planning effort is based upon the information already gathered about the Park

territory and the adjoining areas, and is in an advanced stage of its development.

5. Publicity and public awareness
The Project provides assistance to the Directorates of Rila and Central Balkan

National parks in their public relations efforts involving the local community. Jointly with the
Ministry of the Environment and Waters, its carries out a national public awareness campaign
geared to enlist public support for the conservation of the rich natural heritage in the National
Parks. A multi-media CD-ROM on “The National Parks of Bulgaria” was released, soon to be
followed by a web-page on the same subject.




